
Safe Routes to School Walk Assessment
Existing Conditions, Findings, and Recommendations

This report is for informational purposes only. These recommendations include components of the Massachusetts Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) Program. Your local SRTS outreach coordinator may facilitate or take part in discussions and provide direct program offerings. 
Please note that your SRTS outreach coordinator cannot advocate for state or municipal policy and/or infrastructure-related work. 
Furthermore, your SRTS outreach coordinator cannot make direct engineering or municipal planning recommendations. All photos and
maps are the property of SRTS (unless otherwise noted) and cannot be reproduced without written permission.  Due to privacy concerns, 
this report cannot be shared publicly without the express written permission of the named school(s). 
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Judith Crocker, Senior Outreach Coordinator

Woodville Elementary School, 30 Farm Street, Wakefield MA 01880

Galvin Middle School, 525 Main Street, Wakefield, MA 01880



Walk Assessment Details
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Date: February 5, 2021 at 11 a.m. and February 12 at 2:45 p.m.

Weather: Sunny and 29-32 degrees Fahrenheit 

Attendees:  Matthew Carter, Woodville Principal

William Renault, Town Engineer

Julie Galvin-Smith, Town Council

Brian McCourbrey, Safe Streets Working Group

Maggie Fournier, Youth Commission member



School Zones
• Reflective, metal school zone signage and electronic speed tables were observed. 
• “NO IDLING” school signage is lacking.
• Cones are used to indicate “NO PARKING” near the Woodville School’s exit driveway crosswalk.  
• Family vehicle roadway queueing was observed.
• ADA tactile pads are used consistently within school crosswalks with the exception of one. 
• Different schools use different crosswalk patterns and colors
• Both crossing guards and police details are present to manage family vehicle traffic and 

pedestrian/bicyclist safety.

Neighborhoods
• Asphalt and concrete sidewalks are in fair to good condition on examined sections of Farm, 

Nahant, Main, and North Streets.
• Crosswalks consist of a ladder or standard pattern and some are ADA complaint.
• The recently formed Safe Streets Working Group helps address traffic calming and infrastructure 

challenges.
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Observations – General



Wakefield Elementary School District Zones 
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• Student attendance areas 

are defined with both fixed 

and buffer zone areas, 

according to the district 

zone map. 

https://www.wakefieldpublicschools.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif5141/f/uploads/wakefield

_elementary_school_district_zones_2018-2019.pdf
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General Observations 

A 

Bike racks with two abandoned bike locks 

and a lending library are in the front of the 

Woodville School. The bike racks are not 

plowed from snow.

The Galvin Middle School has numerous 

outdoor plazas. Those closest to the Main 

and North Streets have bike racks.

Wakefield school pride is displayed on 

family cars.

https://www.google.com/maps/@42.4996942,-

71.0726479,3a,75y,135.03h,91.03t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sstWzOsMux_

UGaMEJItZqCg!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
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Observation Photos: Sidewalk Conditions 

An asphalt sidewalk on Farm Street 

shows cracks and divots but is well 

plowed. Sidewalks are on both sides of 

this street between Water and Old 

Nahant Roads.

The only concrete sidewalk on Nahant Street is 

in front of the former Franklin School and is wider 

than the street’s asphalt sidewalks. Generally, 

sidewalks are located on both sides of the street 

between Kathleen to Franklin Streets and #31 

Nahant to Main Streets.

Asphalt sidewalk on Nahant Street exhibited 

uneven snow removal, cracks, and some 

ice-filled divots.  
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Observation Photos: Farm Street Crosswalks 

There are two crosswalks on Farm Street that service the shared exit for the High School and 

Woodville School’s side parking lot. The crosswalk abutting the exit is not ADA compliant and 

has no posted signage (photo on the left). The crosswalk closest to the High School is ADA 

compliant and has posted signage (photo on the right). A crossing guard mans both 

crosswalks along with a third crosswalk transecting the driveway exit during the Woodville 

School’s arrival and dismissal. 

The Farm Street crosswalk nearest to the 

Nahant Street intersection is ADA compliant 

and has posted signage. The ramp access 

was not plowed.
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Observation Photos: Farm Street 

The sidewalk opposite the High School 

headed towards Nahant Street was not 

completely plowed.

School zone signage along Farm Street includes speed limit signs and a vehicle speed table 

when approaching the school in both directions. The “NO PARKING” sign in the left photo 

should be posted on a separate pole as is demonstrated in the right photo.

https://www.google.com/maps/@42.4955071,-

71.0524976,3a,90y,81.82h,71.14t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1saH01.14t/data=

https://www.google.com/maps/@42.4955071,-

71.0524976,3a,90y,81.82h,71.14t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1saH0A-wFx-

CyVmW8HcjWSJw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
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Observation Photos: Nahant Street intersection with Farm Street

The intersection of Nahant with Farm Street includes two pedestrian islands and two separate turn lanes onto Farm Street. On Farm Street, the 

area is further congested with a left turn and through lanes. A family vehicle queue starts going Southbound on Farm street in order to enter the 

front entrance of Woodville. Traffic also enters the high school parking lot driveway. Both means of entrance constrict the roadway.

Farm Street

Nahant Street
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.4955071,-

71.0524976,3a,90y,81.82h,71.14t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1saH0A-

wFx-CyVmW8HcjWSJw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
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Observation Photos: Nahant Street headed towards Farm Street 

Nahant Street crosswalk signage is posted 

at Partridge Road. There is also a school 

zone sign that is partially obscured by 

overgrown vegetation and a vehicle speed 

table.   

Nahant Street’s vehicle speed table is 

placed within the posted school zone as is 

the practice on Farm Street. 
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Observation Photos: Nahant Street headed towards Partridge Street  

Three reflective signs on Nahant Street 

indicate “CROSSWALK AHEAD, END 

SCHOOL ZONE, and CROSSWALK”. The 

crosswalk itself is not evident without this 

signage with overcast conditions.

The crosswalk tends to blend into the 

pavement with its green and non-reflective 

white paint. The sidewalks are cleared of 

snow.   
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Observation Photos: Nahant Street 

“CROSSWALK AHEAD, CURVE AHEAD,” 

and “CROSSWALK” signage on Nahant Street 

approaching Franklin Street. The “CURVE 

AHEAD” sign also includes a “SLOW 

CHILDREN” and “NO PARKING” signs.

A “CROSSWALK” sign shares a pole with 

“SPEED LIMIT 20 MPH” on Nahant Street. 

Most crosswalks consist of the standard 

pattern without thermoplastic paint.

A posted “SPEED LIMIT 20 MPH” sign is 

coupled with a “SLOW CHILDREN” sign.
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Observation Photos: Nahant/Main/North Street Intersection 

All the crosswalk ramps are snow-covered at the controlled 

intersection of Nahant, Main, North Streets.

One must walk through a snow mound to access the pedestrian 

beg button at the intersection of  Nahant Street at Main Street.



14

Observation Photos: Main Street

The Galvin Middle School Main Street 

crosswalk is wider than the standard 

Wakefield crosswalk. A MBTA bus stop with 

a bench and trash can are positioned at the 

non-school end of the crosswalk. 

The width of Main Street at the entrance of the Galvin Middle School supports four lanes: 

a through lane heading northbound, a left-turn lane, a through lane, and bus stop lane      

heading southbound. Ladder patterned crosswalks are used which differs from that of the 

Woodville school zone.

https://www.google.com/maps/@42.5002522,-

71.0693229,3a,75y,178.81h,88.2t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sAdFDdOgkVWvlgwi-I1E97Q!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
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Observation Photos: Main Street & Galvin Middle School 

A broken in-road “YIELD TO 

PEDESTRIAN” sign along with a cone 

and construction horse were observed 

outside the Galvin Middle School front 

entrance.

The Galvin Middle School’s bus lane includes 

a crosswalk leading to a striped “NO 

PARKING” area, not a sidewalk, adjacent to 

handicapped parking.

The MBTA bus lane with signage is on the 

southbound side of Main Street adjacent to 

the Galvin Middle School. Sidewalks are 

unobstructed by snow. 
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Observation Photos: North Street  

The crosswalk signage for the North Street crosswalk which 

abuts the Galvin Middle School is partially obscured by a 

telephone pole when approaching from the southbound 

direction.  

The same North Street ladder-patterned crosswalk with signage 

as seen from the northbound direction. A large puddle of ice is 

on the plowed sidewalk and the ramp area is inaccessible due to 

piled snow.
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Observation Photos: Armory & Richardson Streets 

The intersection of North and Armory 

Streets is not cleared of snow. 

Armory Street hosts two crosswalks within feet of 

each other when approaching North Street. This 

can be confusing for vehicles. Note how the 

crosswalk that serves the building is flanked by 

two “CROSSWALK” signs, including one with an 

incorrect arrow.

The area at Richardson at North Street is 

often congested due to the abutting gas 

station’s patron traffic. Queued traffic is 

reported to block the crosswalk.
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Observation Photos: North Street

A passing MBTA commuter rail train is observed opposite Amory 

and Richardson Streets, a block from the MBTA station. 
The area on North Street opposite the MBTA train station 

contains between Albion and Chestnut Streets contains five 

crosswalks with reflective signage in close succession. Vehicles 

often do not yield to pedestrians and jaywalking is observed.



Vegetation Crosswalk Pavement 

Markings

Arrival/Dismissal Signage Sidewalk

Engineering Recommendations
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Map 

ID

Issue Recommendation

1 Multiple crosswalks 

are along this straight 

road in front of two 

schools

Install reflective pole strips and 

reflective arrows to improve visibility

and/or “CROSSWALK AHEAD” 

signs on both sides of the street

2 Multiple crosswalks 

are in close proximity

Consider eliminating  redundant and 

non-ADA complaint crosswalks

3 Upon approach,  

difficult to identify 

upcoming crosswalks

Paint all school zone crosswalks the 

same for uniformity and to improve 

visibility using a ladder pattern with 

thermoplastic paint (not green)

4 Upon approach,  

difficult to identify 

upcoming crosswalks

Use in-road “PEDESTRIAN YIELD”

bollasters year-round to improve 

visibility and determine their 

procedure for use (storage and daily 

installation)

5 Long straight-away 

roadway invites speed

Install “SCHOOL ZONE 20 MPH” 

signage in both directions midblock

6 Legally and illegally 

family parked cars 

impede line-of-sight 

with heavy traffic

Consider installing “NO PARKING” 

signage along the entire front of the 

Woodville School along Farm Street
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Vegetation Crosswalk Pavement 

Markings

Arrival/Dismissal Signage Sidewalk

Engineering Recommendations
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Map 

ID

Issue Recommendation

7 Cones did not deter 

some families from 

parking too close to 

crosswalks

Install “NO PARKING HERE TO 

CROSSWALK” 

8 Left and Right exit lanes 

tend to nose into traffic

Install a “STOP” sign for both 

lanes

9 Double-backed sign 

with STOP sign facing 

exiting traffic and “DO 

NOT ENTER” facing 

Farm Street

Draft updated M.U.T.C.D. 

standards do not allow for this. 

Consider separating the signs.

10 Excessive vehicle Idling Consider working with the 

Department of Environmental 

Protection’s Green Team to apply 

for free “NO IDLING” signage

11 Numerous family 

vehicles used the 

school driveway to 

change direction

Install “BUSES ONLY” and 

“AUTHORIZED VEHICLES ONLY 

DURING SCHOOL HOURS”
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Vegetation Crosswalk Pavement 

Markings

Arrival/Dismissal Signage Sidewalk

Engineering Recommendations
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Map 

ID

Issue Recommendation

12 Difficult crosswalk visibility 

due to multiple traffic lanes 

on both Nahant and Farm 

Streets

Consider installing a 

Rectangular Rapid Flashing 

Beacon 

13 Difficult crosswalk visibility 

due to multiple traffic lanes 

on both Nahant and Farm 

Streets

Consider signalizing this 

intersection 

14 “SCHOOL ZONE 20 MPH” 

sign is obscured by hedges

Consider trimming shrubbery

15 Traffic does not stop for 

crosswalk use

Install reflective pole strips 

and reflective arrows to 

improve visibility and/or 

“CROSSWALK AHEAD” 

signs on both sides of street

16 These neighborhoods lack 

access to the crosswalk at 

intersection of Partridge and 

Nahant Streets 

Install new sidewalk from Mt. 

Pleasant Avenue to Partridge 

Lane

17 “NO PARKING” sign shares 

“SCHOOL ZONE” sign pole

Place signs on separate 

poles
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Vegetation Crosswalk Pavement 

Markings

Arrival/Dismissal Signage Sidewalk

Engineering Recommendations
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Map 

ID

Issue Recommendation

18 Pedestrian beg buttons 

and crosswalks are 

snow covered

Ensure proper snow removal for 

accessibility

19 Town provides police 

detail for crosswalk use 

during school arrival and 

dismissal due to vehicle 

volume and road width

Consider installing a 

Rectangular Rapid Flashing 

Beacon or signalizing the 

intersection

20 Bus lane not delineated 

from through traffic or 

street parking

Consider painting the bus lane 

area red per new draft 

M.U.T.C.D. standards

21 The “CROSSWALK 

AHEAD” sign is partially 

obstructed by utility pole

Consider moving the sign so that 

it is more visible

22 Main Street is very wide 

between Walgreens and 

the parking lot for Mullen 

Field

Consider a road diet, including 

tactical urbanism techniques, to 

narrow the roadway to improve 

ped/bike safety and lower 

vehicle speed 

23 Multiple regulatory signs 

are on one pole

Consider separating the signage 

near Stark and Franklin Streets
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Vegetation Crosswalk Pavement 

Markings

Arrival/Dismissal Signage Sidewalk

Engineering Recommendations
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Map 

ID

Issue Recommendation

24 Two crosswalks are 

within a short distance of 

each other

Eliminate the crosswalk and 

crosswalk signage serving the  

building. At very least, correct the 

left sign arrow

25 There is no signage 

indicating a crosswalk at 

North Street

Consider installing “CROSSWALK 

AHEAD” signage where the building 

crosswalk signage is posted

26 Snow blocks the 

sidewalk and crosswalk

Consider maintaining proper snow 

removal

27 No delineation between 

sidewalk and extended 

gas station driveway

Consider installing fog lines 

28 Crosswalks blend into 

Stop lines

Consider installing ladder-patterned 

crosswalks

29 Five crosswalks within a 

short distance cause 

vehicle fatigue

Consider removing two crosswalks 

to improve line-of-sight between 

Albion and Chestnut Streets

30 Difficult to use 

crosswalks with vehicle 

volume

Consider installing a Rectangular 

Rapid Flashing Beacon or adding 

reflective strips and arrows to 

existing signage

5

1
2

3

4

3

3

3

3

3

6

6

7

9

9

9

9

12

12

19

19

19

19

19
22

21

24

24

2526

27

28

28

28

29

23

30



Education

1. Offer Pedestrian and Bike Safety Training.

2. Integrate pedestrian and bike safety lesson plans 

into the school curriculum.

3. Collaborate with SRTS to host summer safety 

training workshops.

4. Incorporate SRTS-provided information about 

walking and biking to school in communications with 

parents/guardians.

5. Distribute SRTS safe driving information. Include 

directions on an arrival/dismissal plan. 

6. Add SRTS policy language to existing wellness 

and/or transportation policies.

SRTS Program Recommendations

Encouragement

1. Participate in annual flagship events.

2. Create unique activities to get students walking 

and biking (e.g., Walking Wednesdays, Footloose 

Fridays, Park and Walk). Students can record 

their progress using the SRTS-provided 

3. Walk Across America and Walk Across 

Massachusetts maps.

4. Establish a frequent walker / bicyclist program 

that rewards students who walk/bike to school a 

certain number of times. Rewards may be 

stickers or extra recess. 

5. Support student participation in the SRTS Annual 

Yard Sign Contest.

6. Complete the SRTS Activity Checklist and attend 

the awards ceremony. 

Evaluation

1. Conduct Student Travel Tallies to get baseline 

data of student travel patterns and then conduct a 

second round at the end of the year to assess 

program effectiveness. 

2. Conduct Arrival/Dismissal Observation to gain 

overview of current school conditions and travel 

mode split. 

3. Conduct a Parent/Guardian Travel Survey to 

gauge how and where students travel to/from 

school.

4. Request a walkshed map based on spreadsheet 

of (anonymous) student addresses and zip 

codes. This is a useful step in selecting potential 

walking/biking routes.

Engagement

1. District leadership can work with the police 

department to provide periodic parking and traffic 

enforcement near the school.

2. School leadership can provide crossing guards 

with SRTS training guide and video resources.

3. Facilities staff can receive free “No Idling” signs 

via the MassDEP Green Team. 

4. Consult MA Complete Streets website for 

strategies to improve accessibility for all modes.

5. Review Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for 

strategies to improve accessibility for all modes.

Equity
1. Incorporate resources and opportunities for 

students of all abilities to participate in MA 

SRTS. 

2. Provide SRTS resources in different 

languages.

3. Utilize SRTS evaluation methods regularly to 

help focus SRTS efforts.

4. Promote events and encouragement programs 

schoolwide and in multiple languages (as 

needed). Communicate online, via paper, and 

in-person.

5. Reach out to key stakeholders to create 

sustainable change.



Massachusetts Safe Routes to School
https://www.mass.gov/safe-routes-to-school

Safe Routes to School National Partnership 
The Safe Routes Partnership is a national nonprofit organization working to advance 
safe walking and rolling to and from schools and in everyday life, improving the health 
and well-being of people of all races, income levels, and abilities, and building healthy, 
thriving communities for everyone.

https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/

MassDOT Municipal Resource Guide for Walkability
MassDOT created this Guide to help municipalities address some of the most common 
questions and challenges regarding walkability.

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/09/17/MunicipalResourcesGuideForWalkab
ility_2018-08-24.pdf

MassDOT Complete Streets Program 
The MassDOT Complete Streets Funding Program provides technical assistance and 
construction funding to eligible municipalities. Eligible municipalities must pass a 
Complete Streets Policy and develop a Prioritization Plan. All Program news, guidance, 
and registration information are available through an online Portal.

https://www.mass.gov/complete-streets-funding-program

MassTrails Grants
MassTrails provides matching grants to communities, public entities and non-profit 
organizations to design, create, and maintain the diverse network of trails, trail systems, 
and trails experiences used and enjoyed by Massachusetts residents and visitors. 
Applications are accepted annually for a variety of well-planned trail projects benefiting 
communities across the state.

https://www.mass.gov/guides/masstrails-grants

Traffic Safety Grants
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/traffic-safety-grants

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s Green Team
THE GREEN TEAM is an interactive educational program that empowers students 
and teachers to help the environment through waste reduction, recycling, composting, 
energy conservation and pollution prevention. Participating classes receive certificates 
of recognition and are eligible to win awards.

https://thegreenteam.org/

Manuel Uniform Traffic Calming Devices

The Federal Highway Administration’s guide to traffic control devices for all public 
streets, highways, bikeways, and private roads open to public travel.

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/

Massachusetts Anti-Idling Law

This state law outlines that any vehicle idling for more than five minutes is excessive. 
Many Massachusetts communities have stricter local by-laws.

https://malegislature.gov/laws/generallaws/parti/titlexiv/chapter90/section16a

Massachusetts Bicycle Laws
These laws require following rules of the road and helmet use for youth aged 16 or younger. 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-law-about-bicycles#massachusetts-laws-

Massachusetts Handsfree Law

https://malegislature.gov/laws/generallaws/parti/titlexiv/chapter90/section12a

Massachusetts School Zone Law

A school zone is defined as a 300 feet radius of the real property comprising a school 
property. 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter94c/Section32j

Resources
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